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August 2016 
 
 
Parents and Guardians, 

 
Welcome back to the 2016-2017 school year!  The RMHS Family of Educators looks forward to another 
fantastic year of learning and maximizing the potential of our students.  As the principal it brings me 
great pleasure to serve you in my new role at RMHS.  Rest assured, we will continue to strive to 
personalize learning, integrate the newest technologies, and offer the experience your child deserves 
as they enter young adulthood.  It is our sincere hope that your family enjoys the remaining days of 
summer and shares in the excitement we have for our upcoming year of learning and student activities!     
 
Lewis Carol once wrote, “Where should I go?" -Alice. "That depends on where you want to end up." - 
The Cheshire Cat.”  As the new school year draws near, whether in 9th or 12th grade, your child will look 
at you, and their teachers, and ask “where should I go?”  This is a question that all people ask as they 
make their way towards adulthood.  The search for one’s meaning as a person and citizen often begins 
with deciding which passion to pursue following high school.  There are many different answers to this 
question including but not limited to college, pursuing an entrepreneurial venture, or serving the nation.  
The reality in the 21st century is that there is an endless range of passions to pursue for this generation.  
As they grow older these options will further expand as they graduate from a university, become a 
leader in their field, or develop an innovation that changes our world.  Our job is not just to support your 
child in this pursuit of what passions drive them but also to teach them how to learn about, discover and 
create their own opportunities to find new passions throughout their lives.  Therefore, our daily mission 
is much like that of the Cheshire Cat.  We collaborate with your child, listen to your child, and join hands 
with your child on a journey to help them discover just some of the many places she/he may “want to 
end up!”   

 
The RMHS Family of Educators remains committed to serving the diverse community of Ridgefield by 
providing a high caliber education through the promotion of quality academic experiences, authentic 
civic engagement, and mastery of 21st century skills.  With that said, the 2016-2017 school year 
promises even more exciting opportunities to enhance the services we offer and the experience your 
child deserves.  In terms of academics, we will be integrating additional computer and software 
technologies to augment education in all areas.   For example, software technology such as IXL for 
mathematics, Google Apps for Education for collaborative work, and cutting edge language arts 
programs such as Achieve 3000 and Revision Assistant will be utilized to augment our ability to blend 
traditional and high tech strategies for learning.  Moreover, we will be expanding our student 
performance driven instructional strategies which will continue to ensure an individualized experience 
for your child within a classroom dynamic that encourages project based learning, entrepreneurial 
habits of mind, and college/career readiness.  We are also expanding our character, anti-bullying, 
security, and safety awareness programming this year, which will include monthly assembly and 
curriculum components, upgrades in security technologies including dozens of new cameras, and 
rigorous staff training.  Furthermore, our school counseling services office (formerly Guidance) will be 



www.ridgefieldschools.com 

developing specific curriculum this year to foster socio-emotional growth, positive professional 
tendencies, and life-long learning skills while ensuring a solid college guidance experience.  Regarding 
communication, we are highly dedicated to keeping you up to date regarding all school news and 
information using our new parent communication platform Constant Contact!  Finally, we are excited to 
continue our commitment to developing student collaboration, peer leadership, and school spirit by 
augmenting our programming with additional seasonal pep rallies, Royals Period assemblies/activities 
and a newly redesigned Freshmen Spirit Rally to start the school year!   

 
The 2016-2017 school year promises new victories, experiences and friendships.  The administration is 
committed to improving the experience of our children and to strengthen our relationships.  We 
continue to invite your participation, feedback, and questions on a daily basis.  There are many 
opportunities to influence and support school programming such as participating in our quarterly 
Principal Parents Forums and Parent University learning evenings.  Also, please join us on Back to 
School Night on September 21, 2016!  Finally, the Genesis Parent Portal will re-open on Monday, 
August 22nd.  My door is always open to you, and I welcome you to a new year. It’s going to be an 
awesome journey of discovery!   

 
Thank you for your time and continued support.  See you in September! 
 
Sincerely, 
John Coviello 
John Coviello 
Principal 
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